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THE LONELY HOUSE, by Lowell O. 
Erdahl. (Abingdon, 201 Eighth Ave. 
South, Nashville, TN 37202. 112 pp. 


$5.95.). 


Here’s a book intended especially for those 
who have lost a loved one. It is a devotional 
book, consisting of daily readings for 15 
weeks. Each reading deals with the theme 
for the given week and contains Scripture 
references, a short meditation, a prayer, and 
a thought for the day. Chapter titles include: 
The Lonely House, The Will of God?, The 
Pain of Loneliness and Sing a New Song. The 
author is a Lutheran pastor in Minneapolis. 


ON THE TRAIL OF GOD, by William 
Proctor. (Doub'eday, 245 Park Ave., 
NY 10017. 151 pp. $6.95.) 


As a reporter for the New York Daily 
News and other publications, William Proc- 
tor, a born-again Christian, came into con- 
tact with many movie and TV stars, 
politicians, businessmen and athletes. As he 
met with some of these people, he learned 
that many of them also had conversion ex- 
periences to share. In this book Proctor 
shares the stories of Graham and Teena Kerr 
(of “The Galloping Gourmet” fame), 
Charles Colson, Ruth Carter Stapleton 
(sister of President Carter), and many others. 


HAPPINESS IS A FAMILY WALK 
WITH GOD, by Lois Bock and Miji 
Working. (Revell, Old Tappan, NJ 
07675. 160 pp. $4.95, paperback.) 


This book gives creative ideas and specific 
projects for parents to use in planning 
regular family times together. The 20 
sessions provided are designed so that 
children of all ages can participate. 


The “Current Books” column is prepared by 


Marsha Hoffman, 
Reformed 
Michigan. 


a member of Trinity 
Church in Grand _ Rapids, 


CREATIVE LONELINESS, by 
William E. Hulme. (Augsburg Publ. 
House, 426 S. Fifth St., Minneapolis, 
MN 55415. 109 pp. $3.25, paperback.) 


William Hulme, professor of pastoral 
theology and ministry at Luther Seminary in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, answers questions 
about loneliness and tells how one can con- 
front the problem. He explains that a person 
does not have to be divorced or widowed or 
isolated in a high-rise apartment to feel lone- 
ly, emphasizing that many people feel lonely 
even though they are in a family-living situa- 
tion. Hulme offers practical guidelines to 
make life more meaningful to those whu are 
lonely, urging them to turn to God, caring 
for others and appreciating the world around 
them. 
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THE LONGING FOR A _ FORM: 
Essays on the Fiction of C.S. Lewis, by 
Peter Schakel. (Kent State University 
Press. 234 pp. $12.50.) 


This book adds enjoyment and 
understanding to our reading of C.S. Lewis. 
While it is a serious piece of literary 
criticism, it is a delight to read. The con- 
tributors reflect a good deal of Lewis’ 
remarkable ability to write about complex 
matters in a clear, engaging way. 

The book deals with Lewis’ novels: trilogy 
(Out of the Silent Planet, Perelandra and 
That Hideous Strength); the seven 
Chronicles of Narnia; and Till We Have 
Faces, a novel which C.S. Lewis believed to 
be his best book. The focus of Dr. Schakel’s 
book is “form.” This means in part the im- 
portance of literary “kind,” that is, the pat- 
tern of literary expression an author selects. 
Available forms might include the novel or 
lyric poetry or the essay or, perhaps, epic 
poetry. Each of these provides a writer with 
a different structure and makes different 
demands on him. The form of a work is thus 
an important part of the meaning of the 
work. Form also affects how the writer ar- 
ranges and handles his material so as to pro- 
duce a harmonious, unified effect. Dr. 
Schakel and his contributors hope that in 
helping readers to understand better the con- 
tribution of form to the meaning of a literary 
work they will want to reread these novels 
with deeper understanding and greater 
pleasure. 

It is risky to single out any of these fine 
essays for special mention, but I did find 
Father Hooper’s essay on Narnia, Charles A. 
Huttar’s on “C.S. Lewis’s Narnia and the 
‘Grand Design’” and Clyde S. Kilby’s on 
“Till We Have Faces: An Interpretation” 
especially helpful. 

I believe this book belongs in every church 
library. Ministers ought to read it because I 
believe what it teaches about form can carry 
over into a deeper understanding of biblical 
interpretation. If you're a C.S. Lewis fan 
you'll not want to miss this one. 


Dr. Lars I. Granberg is dean for the social 
sciences at Hope College in Holland, 
Michigan. 





